Question.

Do the IOM Class Rules limit the size of a vang?

Referenced Class Rules (as amended by Resolution 2025.2):

· [INTRODUCTION]
The class rules for the International One Metre Class are closed class rules in which anything not specifically permitted by the class rules is prohibited.  Individual rules may require, limit, or permit as necessary.
· A.1.4 [DEFINITIONS]
Vang - Equipment connected to the boom and used to control the angle between the mast and the boom.
· F.2.3 [RIG, GENERAL] LIMITATIONS.  
The function of items shall be limited to what is normally provided by items of their type.
· F.2.5 [RIG, GENERAL] CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES
Construction techniques for forming rigs are unrestricted.
· F.6.1 [RIG, RUNNING RIGGING] MATERIALS
Materials of running rigging are unrestricted.
· F.6.2 [RIG, RUNNING RIGGING] PARTS
(a) MANDATORY
(2) Mainsail boom vang.

Referenced ERS Definitions

F.1.6 [GENERAL RIG TERMS] Rigging
Any equipment attached and/or connected at one or both ends to spars, sails or other rigging and capable of working in tension only.  Includes associated fittings which are not permanently fixed to a hull, spar or spreader.

F.1.7 [GENERAL RIG TERMS] Rigging Types
(b) RUNNING RIGGING
(xi) VANG

G.1.1 [GENERAL SAIL TERMS] Sail
An item of equipment, used to propel the boat.

Discussion

Noting that the Class Rules may require, limit, or permit.  With respect to a vang:

· A vang is a required item of running rigging under Class Rule F.6.2(a)(2).
· F.2.5 permits the construction techniques for items in the rig to be unrestricted.
· F.6.1 permits that the materials for running rigging are unrestricted.
· The only limiting rules relevant to a vang are Class Rule F.2.3 and the ERS definition of rigging.  

Class Rule F.2.3 focuses only on function (“The function of items shall be limited to what is normally provided by items of their type”) and so has no immediate relevance to size.  It has, however, been suggested that the surface area of a vang will generate a propulsive force and, therefore, provide a secondary function (that of a sail).  It is equally the case that all rig items (other than sails) have some surface area and so all rig items generate some amount of propulsive force, yet it would be nonsensical to suggest that all rig items breach Class Rule F.2.3.  As a result, Class Rule F.2.3 cannot be considered a limiting rule regarding the size of a vang as it provides no guidance on when the size of an item may constitute a secondary function.

The ERS definition of rigging (noting that a vang is a part of the running rigging) requires that is must only operate in tension.  A vang, therefore, is limited to operating in tension.  See “Question and Answer – Vang acting in compression” for further details.  Again, this limit has no bearing on the size of a vang.

Answer
There is no limit on the size of a vang in the IOM Class Rules.
