IOM Class Rule amendment – Deletion of batten points on headsails

Current status
Batten points must be marked if there are no battens. This requirement is valid for all sails including headsails.
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Proposal
Batten point(s) on headsails not to be marked if there are no batten(s) on them. Proposed amended wording is:
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Reason
The position of the batten point is important for measurement of the mainsail because 
- there is a maximum distance of 20 mm permitted for the distance from the batten point to the nearest leech point and 
- the batten points are used as a point of reference for checking the leech profile shape.

There is no need for batten points on a headsail where there are no battens since the leech of the headsail shall not extend aft of a straight line between the aft head point and the clew point.
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G.2.4 DEFINITIONS
Batten Point
The batten point is defined as the intersection of the leech and
(a) the extended centreline of the batten or

(b) a line of minimum length 20 mm marked on the leech if there is no
batten.
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